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Seniors Housing Information Program #209-800 McBride Boulevard, New Westmisnter, BC V3L 2B8 
Tel 604-520-6621 Fax 604-520-1798 Email info@seniorshousing.bc.ca Web; www.seniorshousing.bc.ca 

SENIORS HOUSING CHART – Classifications and types 
 

I. INDEPENDENT LIVING  
94% of BC’s seniors will live out their lives in an independent living arrangement.  This housing 
classification includes living independently, in a supportive setting or in an assisted living setting.  All 
are unlicensed. 
 

II. RESIDENTIAL CARE 
6% of BC’s seniors will require the 24 hour/day 
care services of licensed care facilities governed 
by the BC Community Care Facility Act.   

Independent Housing 
Housing where there usually 
are no on-site supports, in 
which case, services may be 
delivered to your home.  
Some Independent Housing 
buildings will have supports 
in place that can be accessed 
as needed. 

Supportive Housing 
Housing with meals, 
housekeeping and emergency 
response provided.  Available 
through private pay or 
government subsidized.  To 
access subsidized units your 
local health unit must refer 
you.  
 

Public Assisted Living  
Housing with meals, 
housekeeping, emergency 
response provided.  Also 
includes 24 hour access to 
support services such as 
assistance with bathing.  
 
Requires referral 
through your local health 
unit.   Rates are based on 
income. 

Private Assisted Living 
Housing with meals, 
housekeeping, emergency 
response provided.  Also 
includes 24 hour access to 
support services such as 
assistance with bathing.  
 
To apply contact the 
building directly.  Rates 
vary from $1400-6000/m. 

Public Residential 
Facilities 

 
Housing with full nursing 
care 24 hours a day.  
 
Requires referral through 
your local health unit.   
Rates based on income. 

Private Residential 
Facilities 

 
Housing with full nursing 
care 24 hours a day.  
 
To apply contact the 
building directly.  Rates 
vary from $3500-6000/m.  
 
 
 

Includes: 
� Home Sharing 
� Rental Housing: 
Affordable, Private Market 
Rental Geared to Older 
Tenants, Co-ops and Single 
Room Occupancy Hotels 
(SRO’s) 
� Purchased Housing: 
Strata Titled Retirement 
Communities, Life Lease 
Retirement Communities, 
Equity Co-ops for Seniors 
and Co-Housing. 
� More Housing 

Options: 
Such as Accessory 
Apartments, Campus 
Setting, Flex Housing and 
Granny Flats. 

Includes: 
� Supportive Housing 
Which could be either  
Abbeyfield Style or 
Congregate Style.  Abbeyfield 
Housing is a smaller scale 
housing option.  This consists 
of 8-10 seniors living together 
in a home with own bedroom 
and ensuite bathroom and 
common areas.    Congregate 
housing is an apartment of 
varying sizes some with small 
kitchenette.   
 
 

Includes: 
� Any place that provides hospitality (meal service) and 

support services such as assistance with bathing to 
three or more unrelated people.  To apply contact the 
building directly.   

� The Assisted Living Registrar regulates Health and 
Safety aspects of this type of housing through the 
Community Care and Assisted Living Act.  

� ILBC Independent Living BC program, partnership 
between BCHMC and Health Authority and Non 
Profit Housing Providers.  Some buildings are fully 
ILBC, some are partnerships with private assisted 
living and the Health Authority to provide some rent 
supplemented units in Private Assisted Living. 

�  

Includes: 
� Public Residential Care Facilities and  
� Private Residential Care Facilites 
 
Types of care settings include Intermediate 2 & 3, 
multilevel, extended, special, respite and palliative.  
(Note that some Private Residential Care Facilities also 
provide personal care and Intermediate 1.  As well they 
may have some publicly funded beds.) 
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